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Although it has become common practice in the United States, declawing is not & routine surgery; it is ten surgeries. Since all
operations have inherent risks, it is important to know the facts before making your decision. This is not intended to be all-
inclusive, but will provide you some basic facts — facts that will help you to ask the right questions and make an informed
decision.

Why Cats Scratch

With or without claws, cats scratch many times a day — to release stress, affirm territory, and
exercise muscles. When cats scratch, the scent glands in the paws “mark” their territory.
Declawed cats are able to leave their scent, but miss out on the stretching and exercise for their
shoulder and back muscles. Over time, without the resistance claws offer when scratching, these
muscles can weaken. Be aware that declawing is no guarantee against furniture damage. Cats will
return to a favorite spot to scratch. Claws or no, eventually the fabric on the side or corner of that
“favorite chair” becomes threadbare.

What is Declawing?

Declawing is the amputation of each front toe at the first joint. This is equivalent to 2 human losing
the entire tip of every finger at the first knuckle. The ten operations can be performed by using
one of three methods: guillotine-type nail shears, scalpel blades, or laser surgery. All of these methods can lead to post-surgery
complications, which include hemorrhage, loss of the digital pad, infection, regrowth of claws, incomplete healing and exposure
of the bone, neurapraxia from improper bandage placement, and lameness. Of the cats undergoing declaw surgery with the
shears, 82.5% experience complications and 51.5% who were declawed with the scalpel experienced complications. Should you
choose to declaw, laser surgery is the better alternative. It causes less bleeding and swelling than other techniques, which reduces
the pain and complications, but the long-term implications remain the same. For more information see www.declawing.com .

The Pain

In veterinary medicine, declawing serves as a model of severe pain for
testing the effectiveness of pain medications, according to Dr. Nicholas
Dodman, a veterinarian, director of the Animal Behavior Clinic at Tufts
University School of Veterinary Medicine, and an author of several books
on animal behavior. Dr. Dodman tells us the “inhumanity of the
procedure is clearly demonstrated by the nature of cats’ recovery from
anesthesia following the surgery. Unlike routine recoveries, including
recovery from neutering surgeries, which are fairly peaceful, declawing
surgery results in cats bouncing off the walls of the recovery cage
because of excruciating pain. Cats that are stoic huddle in the corner of
the recovery cage, immobilized in a state of helplessness with the
overwhelming pain.”

Amputating the end of the paw modifies the cat’s stance, drastically altering the conformation of their feet. This causes the feet to
meet the ground at an unnatural angle, which, in turn, can cause back pain...similar to what a human experiences when wearing
improper or illfitting shoes. Being forced to walk unnaturally can put a strain on the paws and cause long-term pain. The pain
may build up gradually and may be aggravated if the cat is overweight. Shortened paws may also cause pain in other parts of the
cat’s body.
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What to expect after surgery
d Typically animals spend two nights in the hospital.

W You can expect to see some bloody spotting from the toes during the first
few days at home

W You will need to replace your usual litter with shredded paper. Frequent
changes (2-3 times a day) are recommended for 10 days after surgery.

@ Most animals will require pain medication.

W Occasionally, not enough of the third bone is removed and the claw regrows.

d When this occurs, infection is generally inevitable and the remaining bone
must be removed.

W You may also see behavior problems such as shyness, biting, and refusing to
use the litter box.

Claw management strategies

Scratching Posts — A good vertical scratching post needs to be at least 32” tall and 4” diameter. It
should have a sturdy base that won't tip easily. Wrap it with sisal rope. For horizontal scratching surfaces,
various cardboard scratchers are available commercially, some built into toys. Location is important,
too. Cats enjoy scratching upon waking from a nap. Be sure the post is close to their favorite napping
spot. We carry good posts at our center in Verona, Wisconsin.

Clipping — Snipping the last %4” or so from the nail removes the pointed tip and minimizes damage
scratching may do. Clipping is easy. We can show you or clip for you at our center.

SoftPaws® — SoftPaws are vinyl nail covers that fit over your cat’s claws. They last about 4 - 6 weeks
and replacing them is easy. For more information, check out www.softpaws.com

Praise and Deterrents — Cats do respond to praise. When the cat scratches on the appropriate
object, reward them. When they scratch in an inappropriate place, redirect them to appropriate
scratching surface. For some cats, deterrents may be necessary. Not all deterrents work on every cat.
Some commonly used ones are squirt guns (not in the face), Sticky Paws or wide double-sided tape
strips, clapping hands, and “pennies in a soda can.” When using deterrents, it is important that the cat
associates them with the scratching and not with you.

Banned Procedure

Declawing is either illegal or considered an extremely inhumane procedure and restricted in Japan, England, Scotland,
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Wales, Australia, New Zealand Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, Slovenia, Yugoslavia, Portugal, and Brazil.

Other resources

www.catsinternational.com www.maxshouse.com www.de-clawing.com www.cats.about.com

How can | contact Angel’s Wish?

Cats will sometimes scratch what they shouldn’t. They do make decisions; they do make mistakes. Part of being a responsible caretaker is
providing the necessary tools to allow your cat to enjoy scratching without being destructive, another part is being tolerant of innate, natural
behavior. For more information about claw management, please contact us. We will be glad to work with you.

Address: Angel’s Wish Inc.
161 Horizon Dr., Ste. 106
Verona, WI 53593
Phone: (608) 848-4174
E-mail: info@angelswish.org
Web: www.angelswish.org



http://www.softpaws.com/
http://www.catsinternational.com/
http://www.maxshouse.com/
http://www.cats.about.com/
http://www.angelswish.org/

	To Declaw or Not… 
	A Serious Decision 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


